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NUTICE. 

All the back Numbers, from No. 15 of Vol. 
81 to the present tim-,are ready Sor delivery. 
The former-part of Vol. 31 is also reprinted, r 
and, on any dav after the 2@th instant, chat 
part may be had separately. ‘It comprises the | 
tiine from the first of Juby tothe 12th of | 
Ogtober; and this former part.“with the 
separate Numbers, from 15 to 26, make up | 
Volume 31 complete, with atable of Core | 
tents, Title Page and all,—The price of the 
former part is ‘2s. retail, and 1s. Gd. to the 
trade.—The whele Volume may also be bad, | 
lound in ‘boards, price 48. retail, and 3s to 
the trade.----These Parts, or VS hole Volumes, | 
will he supplied in the same manne 
Weekly Pamphlet is supplied ‘The first num. | 
ber af © Paper again Gold” is published this 
week ; and the work will be complete aud | 
read” for delivery to those persons who want | 
the Book, in one fortnight from this time. 
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A LueTTer 
TO 
P-ARL GROSVENOR. 


Thanks for his Lordship’s defence of | 
the People.—Fair. Play's @ jewel. | 
—The Question of Reform fairly | 
argued, — Annual Parliaments.— | 
Universal Suffrage.—Mr. Broug-| 
hiam's Sincerity:— Foul conduct of 
the Corrupt rit ers.—Green Bag | 
and Cheep Publications. 





Lund: 1, Feb. 19, 1817 


— 


My Lorp, 

Your ‘Lerdship’s speech, as given 
in the newspapers of last week, has 
given great satisfaction to every can- 
did man in the country, and to no man 
more than to-him who has now the 
honour of addressing you. If people | 
are in error, it is not by misrepresent- 
ations and sevilings aad abuse that 
they are to be convinced of their er- | 
rors. This desirable end is not to be | 
arrived at by imputing to the leaders 
seditious designs, and to the people tlie 
grossest of ignorance. Tiris is not | 
the way to silence fhe former, nor to | 
gaiv over the latter, If we, who hold 
for annual Parliaments and Cnirgrsat 











1 1 « 
ay As The « 


practicacility. 


| suffrage, be in error, your Lordship 
has taken the right course to make 
us patie nt, at least, and to wait to 
hear what can be ured in opposition 
to our opinions. The flippaney and 
rancour and affected contempt, with 
which we have been assailed by cor- 


'rupt and scrambiing men, have only 


tended to excite our just resesthent 
P ' ’ ’ 

against them, and, which is worse, to 

make us confound with these corrupt 

scramblers, all other persons, who 

appear to ‘be co-eperating with them 

in genera’, 


The course, which vour Lordship 


| has pursued, ts precisely the opposite 


of that of the persons here alitided to 
The mildness of voeur laneuag-, the 
. : ) > 


justice of your sentiments, the whole 


tener of your manly declarations cal! 
upen us to listen to you with the 
greatest respect, and, if we still retain 
our Opinions, to show by fair state- 
ment and reasoning that the grounds 
of those opinions are such as to war- 
rant us in differing, as Yo those opi- 
from those which your Lore- 


nions, 
ship has so explicitly and faitly ex- 
pressed. 

You have been, in your reported 


speech, pleased to observe, my Lord, 


that a Reform of Parliament of some 
sort is necessary antl just; and, that 
you cousider the seven years Pavli id- 
“ ments “as a direct infringement of 
“the Constitution, as'a violation of 
“ the rights and liberties of the: poo- 
‘- ple, and that the Act, sanctioginy 
“* those parti: iments, ought net to re- 


| « main in the ‘Satrte "Book :” and, 


your Lordship is pleased to add, that 
you would give your support to a Bist 
for triennial Parliaments ; but, as to 
annuél Parliaments, you do not think 
them agreeable to the Constitution ; 

and that, as to Universal Suffrage, vou 
caunot hetp calimg it wnicvercal im- 
3ut, though you differ 

With us in opivien upou these poinis, 
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vour Lordship'’s words, which I ean- 
not help repeating here, eonvince us, 
that, while you would leave our minds 
free, you have a mind of your own, 
open to receive whatever we have to 
urge in defence of our opinions. “ But 
“because he differed with others on 
‘that subject, was he therefore (as 
“ was well expressed by a Nuble Per- 
“son on a former evening, in a most 
“eloquent and convincing speech) 
** to wish to see those with whem he 
* differed, imprisoned cd gibbeted, 
hung, drawn and quartered? Was 
“he to wish to seea Judge Jcffcries, 
“ er one acting inthe spirit and power 
“ef a Judge Jeff cries, placed on the 
“ Bench, for the purpose of commit 
“¢ing a legal murder on these pece 
9 ple? For instance, should he wish 
“to see MAJoR CARTWRIGHT, 
‘* whom he understoog to be a most 
“respectable person, because he en- 
“ tertained such contrary sentiments, 
‘* and endeavoured to propagate them 
‘** through the country, should he wish 
“ to see his mouth closed, not by argu- 
“ ment and fair discussion, but by the 
“* bloody hands of an executioner ?— 
“ The thought was shocking, mon- 
** strous, and diabolical! As the for- 
* titude of the people had been great 
“under their difficulties and priva- 
*‘ tions, and sufferings, so had their 
“conduct in all places, where meet- 
‘ings for retrenchment and reform 
‘* had been held, been most exemplary ; 
*‘ and, indeed it was remarkable and 
** even surprising that # should have 
‘ been so, considering the great num- 
“bers that have been assembled in 
** various places, and the warmth that 
** naturally arises in large bodies when 
*‘ assembled from various quarters to 
‘‘ discuss matters, where grievances 
“are felt. This was at least no 
“ symptom of disaffection, and he 
** trusted, from such patient discus- 
sion, much good would arise.” 

My Lord, these words will endear 
your name to the people of this king- 


,dom; for, it is nothing short of the 
whele people, 


in the proper sense of 
the word, of whose coaduct your 


Lordship fms here spoken; amd, 1 
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venture to assure your Lordship, that 
the satisfaction, which the people will 
derive frem your just description and 
your high commendation of their own 
conduct, will still fall short of their 
gratitude te your Lordship for the 
manner, in’ which you have been 
pleased to speak of that venerable pa- 
triot, that learned, able, wise, disin- 
terested, brave, unconquerable, - 
hearted Englishman, Mayor Car 
WRIGHT, W yhose private tife has Bien 
as amiable and as spotless as his pub- 
he exertions have been long, arduous, 
and valuable. Tt is indeed “ mon- 
strous and diabolical” to think of an- 
swering such aman by the hands of 
an executioner, and scarcely less mon- 
strous, or less diabolical, to think of 
ansecring lim by shutting his mouth 
by foree of any sort, or to think of 
answering any body else by stmilar 
means. The folly, too, is equal to 
the wickedness of such attempts ; for, 
is it possible to suppose, that, if the 
people have been induced to belicwe 
any thing, mo matter what, they will 
be induced te unbelieve it by the use 
of force to compel their teachers to 
hold their tongues? or to lay down 
their pens? No, my Lord, there is 
something so unfair, so unjust, so 
tyrannical and so insolent in all pro- 
positions tending te encourage such 
altempts, that the very tamesi drop of 
blood in the very tamest of hearts is 
roused into resentment at the very 
idea. 

In your Lordship we have a fair, an 
open, a manly, a truly noble adyer- 
siry, not of us, but of some of our 
doctrines ; and, therefore, my Lord, 
I shalf proceed, with great respect, 
to state to you the reasons on which 
I conceive those doctrines to be well 
founded; and this I shall do much 
less with a desire to triumph in the 
dispute, than with the hope of con- 


tributing some little matter towards ° 


gaining over to our side a person of 
such great weight and such high 
character as your Lordship. 

In so manfully and truly stating, 
that seven year parliaments are “‘ a 


| divect- infringement of the Consti- 
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 titution and « violationef the rights | 


‘and liberties of the peeple,” you 


have spared us the trouble of con- | 
tending, that we have a right toa | 


Reform of some sort. Nor is this 
a small matter, seeing, that, for years 


past, all reform has been in another | 
quarter, asserted to be whally un- | 


necessary, and that the whole thing, 


as it now stands, is agreeable to the | 


Constitution. 

Seeing, then, that the thing, as it 
now stands, is, “ta direct infringe- 
“ ment of the Constitution and a vio- 
‘‘ lation of the rights and libertics of 
“ the people,” we come naturally to 
consider what sort of a Reform would 
restate the people im the possession 
of those rights and liberties, of which 
possession they are now deprived? We 
sav Annual Parliaments and Univcer- 
sal Suffrage; vour Lordship thinks 


that the former are not agreeable to | 
the Constitution, and that the latter is | 


impracticable. ‘These are the two 
points, which, with great respect an 
submission, I propose to argue with 
your Lordship; and, not to argue 
them upon mere precedent or ancient 
usage, but also upon the ground of 
equity, and of the fitness of the 
things, considered in their natural 
effects under the circumstances of the 
pation in these times in which we live. 

That parliaments annually chosen 
were the ancient law of the land is, 


I think, evident from the very words | 
| parliaments ought not to be contended 


of the Statute of the 4th vear of 
Edward ILI. Chapter 14, passed in the 
year 1331; for though the word holden 
once a year is made use of, it is, never- 
theless,*clearly proved by Mr. Gran- 
ville Sharp, in his ‘* Declaration of the 
“ People's rights,” and which was 
published in 1775, that parliaments 
were mewly chosen every time that 
ihey were called. He has there 
cited several instances of new parlia- 
ments being summoned year after 
year successively by anew writ of elec- 
tion; he mentions some years in which | 
two, or more, new partiaments had 
been summoned by different writs of 
tection, in the space of a single year. 
And, that learced and venerable law- 
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ver and excellent man, Mr. Baron 
MASERES, in speaking apon this sub- 
ject, says: ‘so that it may truly be 
‘* athrmed, that, in thase ancient times, 
| ** the people enjoyed the privilege of 
** electing new represeniatives in par- 
‘‘ liament, either once in every year, 
|“ or more than ence, if the king found 
|‘ it necessary to have another perlia- 
| ** ment before the end of the year.” 

| ‘These remarks of Mr. BARON Ma- 
| SERES ave to he found iia new quarto 
| editon, published a few years ayo by 
White in Fieet Street, of GENERAL 
LupbLow’s famous Letters in defence 
of the Long parliament im their cen- 
duct against Charles the First, in 
which Letters also LupLow insists 
upon the people’s rights to ‘‘ anawal 
* parliaments. 

Now, my Lord, were LUDLOW and 
GRANVILLE SHARP, aid is Mr Ba- 
2ON MASERES; are these to be looked 
upon as ‘wild and visionary menu?” 
Are they, too, to be considered as de= 
“ sicning and evil-minded persons?” 
| Or, are they to be numbered amongst 
‘the “deluded” and the “ seduced?” 
| Where wili Mr. Peiry and Mr. Broug- 
| iam be pleased to station Mr. Baron 
Maseres? will they place him upon 
the list of the “ Anaves” or wpon 
| that of the “ Fools” of the day. 

However, my Lord, I am ready to 
acknowledge, that, though the ancient 
laws and usages of the land are deci- 
dedly for annual parliaments, such 





for, if it can be shown, that the re- 
storation of them would now be unfit ; 
that it would be productive, or tend 
towards, any mischief to the nation, 
or to any of the great and settled laws 
and establishments of the land; and 
especially if it were at all likely to 
totroduce that strife, confnsion, and 
anarchy, of which our virulent oppo- 
nents affect to be so much afraid. 
But, my Lord, why should annual 
elections lead to such consequences ? 
It is the opinion of Mir. BARON Ma- 
SERES, that angual parliaments would 
have a precisely opposite tendency 
and effect. ‘ Now,” observes that 
truly learned man, “if this geod old 
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‘* law were to be revived, would there 
“be any danger of such violent and 
‘‘expensive aud often ruinous con- 
*‘ tests, at the time of Elections, as 
*‘ are seen in the present mode of pro- 
** ceeding, when the general Elections 
** occur only once iu about six years ? 
‘‘ Fer, as the representatives would 
‘‘ be constantdy disposed to cultivate 
‘the good opinion of their Consti- 
‘tuents, and, by their conduct in 
“Parliament, to promote their in- 
‘* terests and wishes, as far as their own 
“ consciéaces and judgments would 
‘* allow them; in order to be re-elect- 
“ed by them in the next year, it is 
“‘ probable that there would be much 
‘* fewer contested Elections, and chan- 
“oes of the Representatives, than 
there are at present. 
harmony that would generally sub- 
‘* sist, between the members of Par- 
liament and their Electors, the Dig- 
nity and Respectability of the House 
** of Commons would be increased, and 
“ the confidence of the people, in the 
“‘wisdom and uprightness of their 
measures would be restored ; and 
** the resolutions that would be taken 
by them would be genera!ly allowed 
** to be in reality, what'they are now 
often called and pretended to be, the 
“true expressions, or declarations, 
of the sense of the people at large, on 
“the subjects to which they relate. 
‘* |i seems probable, therefore, that 
“the revival of this good old law, 
‘* for chusing new Parliaments every 
‘* year, would be atlended with very 
‘* happy conseguenecs, and give , Bene- 
‘* ral satisfaction to the nation.’ 

[ think your Lordship will agree 
with me, that these are the reflections 
of a sober-minded friend of his . coua- 
try; and, indeed, my Lord, the truth 
of them appears to me to be so ob- 
vious, that I cannet help thivking, 
that it must strike every one who 
reads with impartiality. Was it ever 
known that the shortering of the du- 
ration of any oblization to obedience 
tended to discontent, restiveness and 
violence on the side of the beunden 
party ? den who have the power of 


~ 
. 


a“ 
“ 


° 
“ 


a 
~ 


- 
” 


~ 
na 


chuesing mew masters weekly, 


LETTER TO EARL GROSVENOR. 


for life. 





And from the | 











(282 


much less disposed to serions discon- 
tents than these who can choose them 
ouly yearly, and those who can cheose 
them yearly, require a much less ri- 
gorous law to bind them than ts re- 
quired to bind those wh are held to 
their masters for seven years, though 
there is in this case a sort of prize at 
the end of the term of obedience.— 
Yorr Lordship has seen how readily 
soldiers have enlisted fer a limited 
time, and how backward they have 
been to give up their right of clioice 
In short, it 1s notorious, 
that men submit for a shoré time, 
pecceably and quietly, and even cheer- 
fully, to that which they would die 
rather than subwit to, if the period of 
submission were known to be of long 
duration, and the mere chance of re- 
dress removed to a distant day.— 
“ Never mind! It is only fora few 
“ montis!” Is not this the language 
of all mankind? «Is not this the lan- 
cuage of every human being, whos 
agerieved, or who thinks bimself ag- 
grieved, and who knows that the day 
of redress, or of his seeking redress, 
isat hand? Is not this the effect, the 
invariable effect, of a short duration 
of every kind of obfigation to sub- 
mission or obedience? How often has 
every gentleman, every employer of 
every description, every oceupier, 
every landlord, every guest at an inn, 
said ‘‘ No matter! It is mot svorth 
“ while to quarrel. 1 shall be rid of 
“ the conuection by such a time, anil 
“ T will take care to avoid the sawe ja 
“future.” How often, how many 
scores of times, has every mas, be he 
who or what he may, said this’ duriag 
his life-time! 

Why, then, should it be supposed, 
thal this tranguillizing effect would 
not ‘be produced by annual. parlia- 
ments? Why Sshiculd it be supposed, 
that the very eause of content and 
tranquillity in all other cases shonid 
be the cause of discontent aud uproar 
aud confusion in this particular case ? 
Why should it be supposed, that tise 
laws of nature herself would became 
perverted and produce lieir appesite 
in the breasts of Eenghshmen? I qiill 
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not insult your Lordship by appearing | Petition, which not only prays for 
to believe, that you will adept, much suffrage to this extent, but which also 
less act upon, avy such supposition. | briefly states the grounds on which 
If there are people to suppose, that | the prayer is founded, aud points out 
the House of Commons would, by | the futility, as the petitioners deem it, 
annual} elections, be so rarying for | of the objection with regard to its im- 
ever in its members, that the laws | practicability. 
would be continually changing, I beg} It is, my Lord, a well-known maxim 
vour Lordship, besides the weight of | of the Constitution, that no man shall 
the observation of Mr. BARON Ma-|be taxed witheut his own consent. 
SERES, to remember the old maxim, | Every man is now taxed; therefore, 
that ‘ short reckonings make long | if he ‘bas no voice in choosing those 
“ friends,” than which a fruer maxim | who make the tax-laws, he must be 
never dropped from the lips ef wisdom ; | faved without his own consent. But, 
and the experience of all mankind | this is not a/l that the law of the land 
shews, that those -quarrel least who, saysiw support of our claim. The 
have the most frequent power of | laws of England have always held, 
adjusting their affairs. ‘The Legisla- | that eve ry man not a bonmincr (and 
tive Assembly of Pennsylvania, for in- | there are no bondmen now) ought 
stance, is elected by new writs an-| to have a voice in making, or as sentine 
nually; and, I venture to assure your | { to, the laws, either by himself or his 
Lordship, that new faces and changes | representative in parliament. Sir Tro- 
of laws are much less frequent there) MAS SmiTH, who, as your Lonship 
than in the House of Commons in| need not be tald, was a great lawyer 
England, The government of Penn-| and a Privy Councillor i in the reion of 
sylvania is no very mew thing. It és! Queen Elizabeth, in a work called 
as it was originally formed by the | ‘ The Cominonwealth of England,” 
famous Englishman, whose name the | has this passage: “ Avery Lnylish 
State bears. He carried to those de- | “ man is intended to be present in par- 
sarts the Jews of England. Ue buiit| “ liament, either im person, or by 
his government upon those laws, while | “ precuration aud attorney, of what 
the Stuarts were trampling them under | “ pre-eminence, state, or qialify so- 
foot at home. He knew that annual | “ ever he may be, from the prince to 
parliaments were the law of the land. | “ the lowest person in England, and 
He planted them in his new domain; | “ the consent of pari. upent is taken 
there they have lived and flourished, | “ to be every man’s consent.” This 
and under them a system of sway, | old jawyer, though be was a Privy 
which: has produced a scene of social Councillorto a Queen who had very 
tranquillity and happiness such as is | high notions of her prerogatives, still 
to be found in no other part of the | cafled England a ‘ Commonwealth,” 
world. Because I refer to tls in- | and talked not of Monarchy ana Legi- 
stance in support of my argument, I | timacy, which words are become so 
am not to be supposed to desire other | fashionable now-a- -days! 
changes here after the niodetof Penn-| The Book of the Assizés, which, as 
sylvauia; but, as far as the instance | your Lordship knows, is a back of 
goes, it is, 1 presume, enttiled to all | great authority, says, that ‘‘ Laws, 
the weight to which any casein point | “to bind all, mast be assented to by 
can be entitled. | « all”’ And how aré all to asseyt 
As I am not aware of any objection | to laws, if only a part, and that, 
save those that I have here noticed, | teo, a very small part, have a voic¢g 
against annual parliaments, 1 shail in choosing’ those whe have power to 
i 








liow proceed to the second point; men- | make the’laws. 

tioned in your Lordship’s speech, | FortTrsour, who wrote inthe reign 
namely, Universal Suffrage. And, | of Henry the Sixth, always talks of 
here, suffer me to take the liberty to | the Parliament as the representatives 
refer your Lordship to the. Hampshire | of the whole kingdom, the whole realm, 
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and the like ; aud never seems to sup- 
pose, that any man is excluded from 
voting. 

BLACKSTONE, who was a court- 
lawyer, and in modern times too, 
could not biiak this great principle 
without over-setting the whole of his 
commentary. He says, in Book T. 
chap. 2. Every maa is, in judgment 
“of law, party to making «an act of 
‘‘ parliament, being present thereat 
** by his representatives.” But, the 
grand principle, which is the cleucher 
of all that any one has ever written 
on the subject, is in. Book IV. chap. 
4. “ The lawfulness of punishing eri- 
“‘minals is founded upen this prin- 
** ciple, that the law by which they 
“ suffer was made by their own eon- 
“* sent.” 

Now, my Lord, what can be urged 
in answer to this? How is it possi- 
jie to explain away the meaning of 
these plain words? Haw is it possi- 
ble to root out of men’s minds princi- 
ples like these, if once implanted 
there? And, is it just, my Lord, 
to call our principles novel, wild, 
and visionary, and to accuse us of a 
wish to throw the country into confu- 
sion, because we inculcate these same 
principles? Are we ‘‘ designing and 
** evil-minded men?” are we deludcrs 
“and seducers?” are the Reformers 
what an impudent man has called 
them, ‘‘ knaves or Jools,’ hecause 
they have presumed to atiach to plain 
and definitive words a plain and defi- 
nitive meaning / : , 

But, it is not the law of the propo- 
sition for Universal Suffrage, which 
your Lordship appears to dispute ; it 
is the practicability of the thing; and, 
it woald be unreasonable 2s well as 
rude in me to treat this objection of 
vour Lordship lightly, seeing that I 
iad such doubts of the practicability 
of it as to induce me, at a late meet- 
ing of Deputies in London, where 


. Mayor Cartwright presided, to make.a 


motion, proposing to stop at Aouse- 
holders, and not to go so far as to em- 
brace every man of liventy-one years 
of age, that being, as your Lordship 
knows, what is meant by the shorter 
phrase, “* Universal Suffrage.” 
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Upon the occasion here referred 
to, I stated a'l the dithculties, which, 
after long reflection, had occurred to 
my mind. I did not see how men wi:o 
had no settled and visible dwelling 
in the safety of which they were in- 
terested, aud which must be weil 
known, could be polled with accuracy 
at an election, especially in pepulous 
places. [ did not see how large 
crowds of men could be preveuied 
from marching from one parish to 
another, and thereby voting twice or 
thrice in the same day, and for five or 
six different members. Jn short, I 
was lost in the mist of confusion 
which this scene presented to my 
mind, and J, therefore, proposed to 
stop at householders, really seeing in 
the other proposition, that ‘‘ universal 
“‘ impracticability,” which your Lord- 
ship appears to perceive. 

Some persons in the Meeting agreed 
with me, but the majority were clearly 
on the other side, though my objec- 
tious had, as I thought, not- been re- 
moved, At last a very sensible and 
modest man, whose name I am sorry 
I have forgotten, and who came from 
Middleton in Lancashire, got up and 
gave an auswer to. my objections, in 
somewhat these words: ‘ Sir, 1 can- 
‘“not see all, or any, of the dith- 
‘** culties, which Mr. Cobbett believes 
“to exist in the way of taking an 
“ election upon the principle of Uni- 
‘‘ versal Suffrage. I have seen with 
‘“* how much exactness the lists of all 
‘male inhabitants, in every parish, 
“* inmatesas well as householders, have 
“ been made out under the militia 
laws, aud I see no reason why re- 
guiations, which have been put in 
force universally for calling us forth 
‘to bear arms in defence of the 
“ country and of the estates and pro- 
‘« perty of the country, should not be 
* nut in force again, and by the very 
* same officers, for calling us forth to 
“exercise our right of suffrage at 
‘** elections.” _ 

This was enough for me. The thing 


a“ 


-” 


« 


n 


| had never struck me before. And, 


my Lord, what difficulty can there be 
in making out the lists of all men of 
twenly-oue years of age, im every pa- 
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rish every year, two or three months 


before the day of election, and of hav- 
ing those lists ready to check the poll 
on the day of that election? It would 
be simply the names and the age tha 
would be to be ascertained. Whereas 
in the case of the militia laws, there 
are, besides these two facts, the cir- 
cumstances of marriage, of number of 
children, of parochial settlement, of 
previous service, of substitution, of 
pecuniary means, of height, of bodily 
ability, and other circumstances, all 
to be enquired into and ascertained, 
Yet all these are ascertained wader 
the militia laws, and they become th: 
foundation of proceedings affecting 
the personal liberty of every man, 
above eighteen and under fifty years 
of age. And, if all this could be 
dune, and done so effectually too, 
shall it be pretended, that correct lists 
cannot be made out in each parish of 
all the names of all the male inhabi- 
fants, living in the parish on any 
given day ? It would be evew easier 
to do this than to take an election by 
householderg; because, it would, in 
populous places, be very difficult to 
ascertain, who were and who were not 
householders. The man who really 
rented a house might not be the man 
who lived in it. Two or three, of 
more, families might live in the same 
house. The fact of residence would 
be accompanied with numerous others 
all of a doubtful or questionable 
character in many instances; and, 
then, it never could be endured, that 
a pauper householder should have a 
vote, while the independent single 
lodger should have none. Houses 
might be let for a month or a quarter. 
In short, the difficulties would be far 
greater than in the other case, the 


node of ascertaining all the facts of | 


which are so easily ascertained, being 
liable to no exeeption, except the 
single one of under age. 

‘And, my Lord, what is so easy as 
to take an election with all the names 


.of the voters ready prepared, and 


ar:anged ia alphabetical order, and 
posted up beforehand at the Church 
doors? There could arise no disputes 
at the kustings. There conl!d be no 


FEBRUARY 








| 
| 





22, 1817. [253 ° 


contests about good votes or bad 
votes. There would be nobody 
bribed, because no purse would suf 
ficé for the purpose. There would be 
none of those scenes of wickedness 


which now disgrace elections. ‘The 
time of the members and of the 


House would not be wasted in the de-- 
ciding on election contests. All would 
be fair, regular, and effectual, and the 
laws could not fail to be held in vene- 
ration, when every man should feel 
that he himself bad bad a voice in 

making them. 

The eguity of extending the suf- 
fragze to every grown-up man is, 
1 think, equally clear. Every man 
pays taxes, 1 take the calculation of 
Mr. Preston, because | wou d avoid 
the chaige of exaggeration. He states, 
iu his pamphlet, that every labourer, 
who earns 18/. a year, pays’ 10/. of it 
in taxes. Itis very certain, that every 
man pays a large portion of his wages 
away in taxes; and, as I never have 
heard it pretended, that the ancient 
law of the land did not. make suffrage 
co hand in hand with taxation, it ap- 
pears to me impossilile to deny, that 
every man has, agreeably to that prin- 
ciple, a right to vote for Members of 
Parliament. 

And, then, my Lord, there is the 
military duty. Every man able to 
bear arims, has been made liable to 
serve as a soldier ; to submit to mar- 
tial law; to submit to military disci- 
pline ; to leave his home, his parents, 
his wife, and, in some cases, his chil- 
dren; to quit his trade or galling ; 
and, if it were necessary, to risk his 
life. ‘These are not slight sacrifices, 
my Lord, and you well know to what 
an extent they have been made by the 
people of England, Ireland, and Scot- 
land. And for what did they make 
these sacrifices? For the defence of 
their country and of the property in 
the country, Is it too much, then, to 
allow those wht were called upon to 
make those great sacrifices to have a 
voice.in chousing their representatives 
in Parliament? Is it safe to trust them 
with arms in their hands to defend the 
property of the cougtry, and not sufe 
to trast the sound of their voices in 
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the choosing of those who are bo make , 
laws affecting their own !ives;? te i 
Thus, t ss a my Lord, we have ROL) 
only law hut reason to offer’ your, 
Lordship in support of what we pray,, 
for sand, is it not right to gasqwer Us,,, 
hefor abusing us as if we were iNCERS | 
tayics and alunost fraiters?, Besides, 
ij 1s nothing, ucw that. we propose. 
Lhe same was proposed: by the Jate 
Duke, of Richmond nearly forty. years 
ago, ;And,,so serious aud so much i ia 
eas nest was he npon the subject, that 
hie actually brought a bill into Parlia-. 
met Ap make a Reform upon, the 
Princip es of, Annual Elections and 
r uiversal Suffrages. of which Rij), tke, 
rata were the VITLE and, PRE- 
AMBLE: — a « 

“A BILL ENTITULED, _, 
“4N ACT for a. MAvine and restoring the na- 
¥ tural, unalicnitle ond equal Right of ALB 

“FHE COMMONS a@ Great Bittuin (n> 

“< funts, parsors of insane miuil, and cranmals j 

ts eset by law, only excepted ) TQ. 

“POTEET Election o of their Represen- 

“* faiibes hh! Micha +7 
5“ amanncr) $f stich Elections; For restoring 

ANNUAL PALA TAMENTS: Fargw 

“ ing an hered: tgr y Seut to, tie: Sintacn, Pers rs 

Meyhiah shull be clpeled fer™ Scotland: “Aud, 

«for establishing more dquitthle Recitation’ | 

ae ort tise! Peerage of Seok lartils! 

7 ‘ WRUAMBLE,) fn ft asicty 

6 W HEREAS the L IFE, LIBERTY;,} 
« AND P {OPE RTY, -of every man; ig-of 
‘Hiay be affected by "the Aaw of the Vaid in 
obit! Be Hied&, 2 Ka every aban 15 beand to! ; 
‘(pax ohedicnbe;n the same: 

“* ANDewileghas, by: the daystitution, vg 
“6 this kingdom, the RIGHT OE NM AKING, 
«tafe is veto ‘in ‘three estates, of King, 

* Lérds, ‘dnt Coaitttons, in Parliante ont as- 
hs Aiobled, qnd-the ‘consent iofvall ute tree: 
“ said states, comprehehding the whole 


os" comma lily, 15, Necessary, make, laws, 
whith’ ind the whole Fath 


OAD Wd Pp Sas the Hallé of Com “av 


‘+ repaesenew ALL (DHE: 100 NOMO Nsiot'the 4 


“Pep ha, ate fom eck bf, hie reef oti] 
oe AD TAO S$ binds. the consene; of, all the, 
id «Gomis Ri the aera a cases ont 
nich ad legislature is’ “coknpetent to 
of QA, i > 799K al 
“AND vebitidle NO MAN “eb? ean ‘be | 
** get al diy, reprasented who bath petra ~— 
ye the ¢le er “hin pf his Bopnper nts Jo8 ie! 
* ‘Awe wir'tkeas it is the R Sut 8 
‘EVERY COMMONER | ‘Of this TEA in (i afin 
‘aturts, ' persiais of insahe mind)! and! crim 
** als ineapacigated by law, ony exerntth ): 
* ta Agve 9 vate un the. lege of; the Repre--4 ° 
* sentative who is ra 


© tyiik ing Mt Sawa wh: at 
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‘sAxnp wHEREAS the number of Persone 


‘s¢ who are suffered to vote for electing the 


ttembers of the House Of Commons, do 

“not avthis time amount’ to one sixth part 
«uf the pwholggGemmons of, this realm, 
« whereby far. the greater. part of the said 
‘© Commons are deprived of their right to: 
“elect their Representatives ; and the con- 
<“ sent! of the niajority ofthe whole commu. 
“* nity to;the passing of lawsiis yiven by per. 
** sons whom they have ngt delegated for such 
ee purpose 5 - and the majority of the said com.. 
** munity'are governed by laws made'by a ver 
** smath part Of ‘the shiti community and to. 
‘“Swhich the said qajority have nét in fae 
** consented by themselves, or by their Repre:, 
S* se ntativ es, 

‘© Ap Woereas the state of election of 
** members ‘ef the House uf Commons, hath, 

“in precess of time, so grossly deviated Rae 
‘* its simple and natural, principle of repre. 
“sentation and equal ity, that in several 
pS plates the members dre returned by the 

“property Of “oné’ man; that the siiallest 
*< boroughs; send’ as many members: as the 
‘ largest epunties 5 and that’ majority of 

he representatives of the whole nation are 
*ohidsen by a nuihber of Voters not. exceed- 
<* in& twelve thiusarnd. ° - 

*4 Now FORMR EM EDY ofsuch partial and 
“* unequal repoesey(asipn, and~et athe many 
mischiefs which have, arige né therefrony ; 
kcand forrestoring, - asserting, ang maint! hy 


«6 


| tig 'the RIGHTS oF Tite COMMON 


Ké thislrealm, be it, declared arid’énaeted, 2 
‘cit js hereby declared andvendcged, by the 
Ps King’ S most excellent Majesty + 0 andrwith 


‘1 s* the Advice and consent of the Lords Spi- 


‘Fitual and ‘Temporal, and’ Commons, in 
‘this present: Parliament assenfb}iad, and by 
*. che anthority ofthe same's ‘That every 
z Commoner of. this realm (excepting arly in- 
6 fants, persons.of insane mind, pnd crimi- 
*Snuls Meapaditated by law), hath a natural, 
“\umillenable, and equal risht ta'votelin' the elec- 
“* tian of shis Representutive is Parliantent. 

f* AND WHEREAS it Was acget cad ty Peatute 
, of King 
“EM vabil’ ‘the Phitrd, tJiat a. artiaient 


‘ochinld hevheldch every Year drive, and 
** mone often if; eed be ; @tlich Btat ate was’ 
fs 6g) nfespred by, auother. stathpe: lpassed mw 
«6 6h aete Fe Fonth reign of thet seid [ing 
cs EUW rd; ‘abd. the racrice in 
$e; bile ehnied’ Was for ‘eis’ Yo. issue for 


‘the see of a new Parliatinnt every 


y © years. 


* AND | WHERE AS FREQUENT ELEC- 
TONS’ are hic ispensabiy necessary to en- 
able the Goi mows to alter al s# amend’ the 
*© choice of their. “Pep Aawowt Pe8 as they 
6 may, See, oceastos) 3) apidy Ruch: elections 
‘6 ou to Ae frequent aS, way, he cansise' 
ps cok with ft. use, of a representasive 
66 Wady 3 tale “he anctelit Practice of annual 
r Tetuerions | is well eatewlated’ fdt such pur- 

Sippgadd) edt te brsderolod qu 
‘AND; WHERESS.. Atiemeial and isepteronal 
fs Parliaments, by rendering, the exercise « 


tODe right ofvelection less f-quent, tend to 
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‘make the Representatives less dependant | 
‘on their Constituents, than they always | 
be to be; and also deprive the Cum- 

mors for many years after they come of 
a of their franchise ot electiag, their own 
.epresentatives 5 Be jit, declawed and en- 
-acted by the authority aforesaid, ‘That the 
« PLECTION of” mémbers* ‘th serve in ‘the 
 [oitse of Commons ought to” ‘be ANNUAL? — 


Now, my Lord, the, late Duke of 





ichmond, was a) man of great talent, 
ysdom, and of uncommon mdustry, 
tention, and kAew ledge of the cus- 
oms,, manners, and dispositions of the 
eople. of this, country, He had been 
soldier, ,2. -MNister, a member of 
he was.a Tosti Lieutenant 
{acoumly; aS a.magistrate and. a 
ountry gentleman, as.a patron of the 
yidustriows. and a friend of the dis- 
essed; im all these capacities, and 
yalities he was surpassed by very few 
wn that ever lived, ‘This nobleman, 
hose death was. the. death of | his 
pighbourhood, co-operated with that 
ery MAJOR CARTWRIGHT, of whom 
ow Lordship has spoken so justly, 
ind against whose spotless reputation 
many vipers.are sending forth ther 
enom. This nobleman, what. was 
¢c? Was he an ‘Sevi] minded and 
‘designing man?” Was he adeluder, 
r was he ene of the 
Vas he one of those “ poor erga 
‘tures,’ as the issolent PERRY calls 
the million of Petitioners for, annwad 
Parliaments and Universal Suffrage? 
‘be Duke.of. Richmond is of himself 
hereat authority as tothe daw ef the 
ase, and what sean, be more full and 
lear tham his Grace’s Title and -Pree 
mmble2,. Is, it not, then, .a little too 
bucky my. Lord,; to treat all those, 
vho now. hold the same opinions, as’ 
wing either “ poor, ignorant, deceived: 
reatures;” or as ‘‘ designing and 
‘evil-minded men,” who wish to stir 
confusion and produce, bloodshed 2 
id the Duke of Richmond wish 10’ 
voduce confusion.and bloodshed ? 
id he desire to.see revodutron and: 
‘Struction? , 
Shae Duke. is-himself 2° high aahlen? 
> but, if your Lordship will be: 
ste to refer.te. the worksvef Mr. 
ranville Sharp, Abe. Baron Maseres;’ 
Ho another work, dately published | 


“ seduced?’ 





{ 


self, under his own: hand writing 





22, 18h/. {22 
by ALLMAN, Prinee Streeé, Hanover- 
Square, entitled, ‘‘ Common Consent, 
“the Basis of the\ Constitution of 
“ Eneland; or Parliamentary Reform 
‘by ied by the lests.of Law end Rea- 
“ gon," , your Lordship ,, will find it 
proved, that the right-of every freeman 
(that is to say, every maunot a bond, 
man) to vete for Members of Parlia> 
meot, and the right to annual new 


| parliaments, ave birth-rights of Eng, 


lishmen, however contem;tuously the 
idea may be treated by Mr. Perry, 
under the title ef,Speeches of Mh, 
DROUGHAM. ‘The publications, hore 
alluded io, that is to say, publications 
put forth by Mr, PERRY, purportmg 
.o be speeches recently deliveredby 
Mr, BROUGH AM, and levelled inuite- 
diately at Lorp, COCHRANE, have 
contained more bitter attacks on the 
Reformers than have come from any 
other quarter. This genileman, hes 
been made to represent Annual Pa~ 
liaments and Universal Suffrage 2 
the wildest of uomsease; as ‘ fidtle 
“ nostvums and, big. ddunders ;" as mis= 
chievous in themselves, and as mis- 
chievously intended; as pul forth by 
bad men, and, sucked in by foolish 
men. 

After this, my Lord, and after many 
direct personal ‘attacks on Lord Coch- 
rape, In the -way above-mentioned, 
what has been the surprise im Londen, 
and what will at be all over the country, 
at hearing, thet Mr; RROUGHAM hin 
gz; che? 
most decidedly pledge -himself. ta 
these very ‘‘ dit/le mosirums and bie 
blunders!” . But, ‘let me, clearly state 
fo, your Lordship ithe circumstances, 
under which this cevidnd pledge wis 


given. 


About five or six’ years ag 0, Mry 


'BRoUGHAM, ina paper whieh Was 
printed, 


declared. himself hostile: io 
anuual Parliaments and Universal Saf 
frage., But in the,.month of Jan; 
‘b8id, Just at theytime when Lord 
Cochrane was expeeted to besexpelled 
from the House of Commons, and of 
ceurse, when-a vaearcy tor Westamn- 


ster was expected to take plice, there’ 


were certain individuals, who had 
formed the design of introducing Mr. 
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Brovucusm to fill his Lordship’s 
place. But there were other persons, 
who were resolved to oppose’ the 
attempt, unless Mr. BrouGHam 
would explicitly dedlare for annual 
parliaments and for suffrage co-caten- 
stce with faration ; ant one geutle- 
man in particular, Mr. Pruace, of 
Charing Cross, wrote to the friends of 
Me: Biouzham this determination, Im- 
mediately upon this, there wasa Meet- 
ing of the Liv ery of Londen, to which 
Mr. Brovcuam was invited, At that 
Meeting he made a speech, whieh 
speech he, two days Hierwards, wrote 
out in his own hand, which so written 
out in his own hand, was kept by 
some persons of the Westminster Com- 
mittee, as the pledge of his principles, 
and which speech, which I have seen 
in Mr. Brougham’s own hand-writing, | ‘ 
was ix the following words ; to wit: 
“Mr. Brougham: returned. thanks, 
<< ane said, that. the last time he ‘had 
“ met the Livery, two years ago, he 
“had deciined making professions or 
“promises, because he saw them so 
“ often broken; but had desired the 
“ Livery, if it were worth thei atten- 
““ tion, te merk his conduct, and if it 
“© betrayed his declaration, to puuish 
“him neat time they met by drinking 
. Pace the memory of his departed prin- 
les : —that time was now come, aad 
“ ia he met them without any con- 
* sciousness of having forfeiied their 
““favour. These two veurs had been 
** pregnant with important events; and- 
“* ynfinitely various as these were, they 
“all acreed in this, that they had’ 
“ mightily redounded to the honour 
“ of the cause, and the confirmation of 
“our pr inciples. Vhe fundamental 
“‘ maxim of liberty had been solemnly 
* recognizect in the tace of the world, 
“that all power is from the people ; 
“and that they have a right to choose 
** their government, and dismiss their 
“ ruler $ for misconduct. They bad 
‘“‘done so in France, and it wasa 
** lesson that could not be forgotten 


“jn the rest of Europe. The 
“saving that ‘laws are silent in 
“the midst of arms,’ had failed for 


“once; and this fundamental princt- 
“¢ ple bad triumphed over the triumphis 
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“of the allied armies. So much fy 
“the honour of the cause. But th 
“ principies ef Reform had been :. 
** sisted also in their progress.’ Wher 
“is now’ the Gag, with which oy 
“mouths had for five-and-tweny 
“years been stopped, us often as 
‘‘ have required that. Parliamen 
“should be chosen yearly, and thay 
“the elective franchise should be er. 
“tended to all who pay taxes? W, 
“ “have been desired te wait, for the 

‘enemy was at the gate, and ready to 
“avail himself of the discords attend. 

‘ing our political cottests, in. order 
to undermine our national indepen. 
“dence. ‘This ‘argument ts gone, 
‘and our adversaries must now look 
“ for another.—He had mentioned the 
“two radical doctrines of Yearly 

‘ election, and the franchise enjoyed 
“by all paying taxes; but it would 
“ be superfltous to reason in favour 
“ of them here, where all were agreed 
“upon the subject, —However as else. 
‘“ where they: may speedily be dis. 
“cussed, he should take leave to suz. 
“esta fact, for the use of such a 
“ might have occasion to defend their 
‘‘ principles. It was one for the 
“truth of which he might appeal to 
“his honourable friend, the Member 
“for Middlesex (Mr. ByNG,) who 
“knew as well ashe did, that there 
“was a yreat Improvement always 
“observable in the conduct of the 
* House of Commons, towards the /a! 
“year of a Parliament; - insomuch, 
“that he had heard it observed, that 
“more good was done in that year, 
“than in all the other five or -six. 
[<< The reason of all this he should not 
‘presume to state ; but some persons 


~~ 


“€ insinuate, that it might be the know: 
“ ledze of the meets. tivat at the 
“ end of that session they’ must meet 
‘* their constituenis, such of them 4 
‘had any, and give an aecount 0 
‘* their trusts He avowed that this 
fact had been one of. the chie! 
¢ orounds of his conviction of the ex 
“ pediency of yearly elections ; avd 
“if any one thought this unsift, 
‘he should answer, that such_ fit 
‘quent recurrence and such exter 





“ were of so suspicious a nature, as 0% 
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«sion of the franchise as should ac- 
«company it, is thes best check upon 
“ proflignte expense, If any other 
«check was wanting, it might be pro- 
«vided also. Tle had talked of such 
“Members as lad constituents, being 
“reminded of it by the manner in 
«which the toast had been given out 
“ by a milstake—he hoped not an omi- 
«nous one.. It had been said, ‘ a 
«full, fair, and free representation in 
« Parliament,’ leaving out ‘ the Peo- 
“ ple.’ Naw this is just what is done 
“elsewhere. There is ‘a fall, fair, 
“aud free representation in’ Parlia- 
“ ment’—ave need not drink to thet. 
« There is.a full representation of the 
“ Aristoeracy—a ‘fair representation 
“of the Landcd Interest—a free re- 
“presentation —a free ingress of the 
« Court,—but not much representa- 
“tion of the People--they are left 
“out, as they were to-day. It must, 
* however, be otherwise soon. While 
“they bear the burdens. of the state, 
“they must, as of right, share in its 
“government; and to effect this 
“Reform, all good men must now 
“unite. He lamented the absence of 
“his friends now detained elsewhere ; 
“but he knew they would come, the 
“moment their duty permitted. 
“ Messrs. Whitbread, Brand, Creevey, 
“Bennet, Grattan, Lord Ossulston, 
“Lord A. Hamilton, he knew, were 
“most anxious to join the meeting. 
“ What they were now about he could 
“not precisely say ; but he guessed 
“they were not supporting the Court 
“at that particular moment.” 
Strange, my Lord, is it not? And 
is it not a pity, that this gentleman 
should have been exhibited to the 
world by his friend, Mr. Pirry, as 


calling annual parliaments and uni- 


versal suffrage “ little nostrums and 
“ big blunders ?” 

But, J have not yet finished the his- 
tory of the Westminster Seat Scheme. 
Chat Scheme was put aside in 1814, 
hy that sense of justice and that high 
sentiment, which led the people of 
Westminster to re-elect Lord Cochrane 
though he had been expelled by the 
House of Commons, and the good 
tilects of that re-election they and 
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the .whole+ country tow feel. But 
thouch frustvated for thistime, the con- 
nection was carefully kept ap with 
some persons in Westminster; and, 
at a meeting in Palace-Yard, about a 
year ago, upon the subject of the 
Property Tax, a regular plan was laid, 
in concert with himself, for irtroduc. 
ing Mr. Brougham tothe people of that 





j 
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city. 
falling to. the lot of Mr. HUNY to 
speak before the part of Mr, Broughe 
am came to be perforined, the former 
gcutleman so prepared the way for the 
latter, that he thought it prudent to 
withdraw, ‘and waguanimowsly to 
forego the .sort: of applause. which 
awaited his debut. » Mr. Broyrham, 
upou being afterwards reminded of 
this sudden retreat by Lord Castle 
reach, said that he did not intend to 
speak at the Meeting, he not being an 
inhabitant of Westmiuster, 1 have tt 
not under his own hand, :odeed, that 
he did intend to speak ai the meeting; 
but a gentleman, on whose word 1 can 
rely, assures me, that Mr. Brougham, 
(though not an inhabitant of West. 
minster,) did attend at a previovs se- 
lect meeting where the RKesoiutions 
were prepared, and that it was al that 
meeting settled that he sliould speak 
upon one of the resolutions. 
Frightened away from his game 
here, the gentleman does Rot scem, 
however, to have wholly abandoned 
the chase; for, at a dinner, on the 
23d of May last, at the Crown and 
Anchor Tavern, at which dinner I was, 
the name of Mr. Brougham was in- 
serted in the List of Toasts immedi- 
ately after the names of the two mem- 
bers for the City. I, seeing this name 
so placed, and finding Major Cart- 


| wright’s name at nearly the bottom of 


the bist, intimated to the Stewards, 
that, unless Major Cartwright’s name 
was placed before that of Mr. 
Brougham, I would oppose the toast ; 
and that this alteration was made ac- 
cordingly. Nor did I stop here, for 
[read to the company at dinner a 
paper, the purport of which was, that 
ina vacancy inWestminster should hap- 
peu, Major Cartwright, and no other 





|man, ought to be the person to fill it, 


Hle was so introduced ; but, it — 
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and onc of the objects of which paper 
was well known to be, to guard the 
City against ihe schemes and intrigues 
which had long been going on in favor 
of Mr. Brougham. At this dinner, 
and coming with views similar to 
my own, .was Myr. HUNT; and, 
one of the Committee told that gen- 
tleman and me, that though Mr. 
Brougham had by detter, said that he 
would be at the dinner, be had left 
word, that if A/r. Hunv came, infor: 
mation should be sent to him of it. 
We were also told, that such informa- 
tion had been sent to Mr. Brougham; 
and, in about halfan hour afterwards, 
came an apoloxy from Mr. Brougham, 
saying that he ‘could not attend On | 


account of his duty in the House of | 


Commons, a motion of Sir Samuel 
Rowmilly’s being justabont to come on! 
I will leave your Lordship to judge 
tn what degree these transactions may 
have given rise to, those bitter  re- 
proaches, which have been cast on the 
“ littlenostrums and big blunders’ of 
the ‘ designing and evil-minded” lead- 
ers of the ‘‘ poor, deluded, duped 
“creatures of Reformers ;” and also, 
in whai degree these transactions may 
have tended to draw forth the 1 imps 


tations cast on the “ prompiers” and | 


‘* abcttors’’. ot Lord Cechirane: But, 
} must beg your Lordship well to note 
the fact,.that, ix May last; Mr. 
Brougbam’s hopés as to Westminster 
were completely destroyed ; and, Twill 
leave your Lordship to judge of you 
can, asto the precise time. when the 
inind of this centleman referned to its 
old state of dislike ‘te \annnal partia- 
ments and universal sufisage. 
Your Lordship knows, 
above-insertcd manuscnpt speech: of 
Mr. Brougham, was readin the House 
of Commons 
Monday last ; 


this as he does every thing, in an 


open and mandy, manner, and calso | 


with great abilitv and effect. The 
answer of Mr. Brougham hes been 
published by Mr. Perry, in these 
words: ** It had often been observed, 
“and imileed with great justice, 


that -the | 


by Lord Cochrane on | 


aud his Lordship did | 
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‘that there was not perhaps, @ more | 
 paingal and irkeonw sitwaiivn, than! “ 
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“Ahat where a man was ob! iged to 


‘* sneak of himself. 


In proportion t 


* that painful situation, and in com. 


‘* passion to if, 


the indulgence of th» 


‘* Hoose had always been extended, 
and he hoped it would be so on the 
* present occasion [hear, bear! froy 
“all sides of the House.] LHe trusted 
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it would not, however, be thought 
that he was courting anxiously ay 
opportunity ef going into detail, o 
that on the contrary he wished ty 
avoid such details, for he felt it his 
duty to say, that he expressed Aj; 
warmest thanks to the Noble Lord 
for the frank and open manner ij 
which he had afforded him the op. 
portunity of going into the subject, 
A more groundless aspersion had, 
he: believed, never been brouglit 

forward against any individual. H¢ 
did. not accuse the Noble Lord, 
however, or those out of doors, why 
had put the brief into his hands, of 
uttering any falsehood in the state. 
ment of which had just been sub: 
mitted to the House,; but he decid- 
edly aecused them of rashness ani 
imprudence, and of not waiting for 
ouly a few days longer, when. they 
would have had a:full and fair op- 
portunity of hearing this opinions 


on this most momentous and impor- 


lant subject, and then they would 
have found whether he was or was 
not mconsistent. [ Hear, hear, hear!] 
Had those out of doors, whose too! 
the Nobie Lord awas, but waited 
those few days, they would thet 
have koown what. his real. sent! 
nients on the question were, hav- 
ing, as the ‘House: well knew, re 
served to himseif the neght of then 
speaking what he felt on the subject 
Flow then could the 
Noble Lerd, how’ could they 
whose hands he is, preswme to know 
what were the opinions he (Mr. B. 
had formed on this most interesting 
question? How do they know that 
ne would net have stated his: opt 
nion then in the very terms: which 
had just been read? That- they 
should Have ascertained his sent 
ments was a moral impossibility 
fhear. hear!] But the Noble Lord 
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«had given a mis-statement of what 
«tool place, aud he should now en- 
« deavour to give the House the par- 
«ticulars of the case. <A dinner was 
«viven at the Londen Tavern ta the 
«friends of Parliamentary Reform, 
« at whieh he (Mr. B.) attended, with | 
«his friend the Member for Middle-} 
“sex, with the late truly respected | 
‘and much lamented Member for 
“the town of Bedford (Mr. Whit 
«“bread), with the Member for Iert- 
“fordshire (Mr. Brand), and the 
«Member for Shrewsbury (Mr. Ben- 
“net.) In the course of what passed 
“there, some observations fell from 
“him similar to what had been read 
“by the Noble Lord. ‘The chief mo- 
“tive he had in correcting what he 
“liad there stated, was to prevent the 
“ possibility of his words on this dan- 
“gerous and yet imporiant question 
“being misrepresented. He then 


“said, or at least meant to be under- | 


“ stood as saying, what ke still main- 
“tained, that it was consonant to the 
“genius and spirit of the Constitu- 


of tien, and Expeeye ut in every sense | 


“of the word, that the power of elee- 
“tion should be limited to those who 
“paid direct tares. He corrected 
“wlhiat he had said on the subject, as 
* be was aware of the mistakes of re- 
“porters. He again repeated, and. 
“wished it to be understood, that | 
“what he then said the same he now 
“maintained, viz. that the payinent 
Stes direct taxes ought to be the li- 
‘mit of the elective franchise. He 
“did net wish 


“ing when he so spoke. He should 
‘wish to say one word upon what 
“had been said respecting his advo- 
; “eating the cause of a moderate and 
‘gradual Reforin. Six years ago it 


“would ‘be remembered he had re-' 


“ peatediy said, ‘both within and 
“wihhout the Ileuse, that it would 
“ be proper for those who wished for 
“Annual Parliements to unite with 
“these who were more moderate, and 
“and thas secure a foiling. There 
“was ‘ng’ ‘reason for their stoppittg 
“short, and he did hot hold it to ‘be 


““inivonsistent in the friends of’ An’ 
“nual Parligments to unite wifh the 
"mere moderate Reformers, and to | 


te compete with the | 
. * Noble Lord, but this was his mean- | 
“‘rists und the base expeiients and 
false is ie they made use of to 
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in the first instance, a be- 
This was the opinion he 
then held, dnd be had never de- 
“viated from it. The*’Noble Lord 
“was mutch mistaken when be sup- 
* ~ posed that the mere production of 
‘a speech nthe ag he by him (Mr. 
** B.) at a ‘Tavern, vould make him 
** swerve from the Hine of daty merely 
‘*from the foolish and childish de- 
“ sire-of keeping up an appearance 
‘of consistency. If he supposed 
‘him (Mr. B.) to do so, he was 
‘much mistaken. The House had 
“ heard him declare his tntention to 
“reserve his right of being heard, 
© when the question was breught 
“ fully under the consider atio un of the 
“House, and he could only add, that 
‘‘ he would still reserve to himself that 
“ right, uninfluenced by any thing the 
He agam re- 
“peated, that when he spoke of the 
“ extension of suffrage, it slrould be 
‘ to those who paid direct taxes only, 
‘ for he never dreami. of it going fur- 
“ther. As to the miserable motives 
“ alleged to fhave actuated him as if 
* he could prostitute himself at one 
time to deliver opinions winch were 
not the sentiments of his heart, for 
the purpose of being carried into the 
“* House on the shorwlders of a rabble, 
“ fhear, hear!] and at ancther time 
“ to bend to prejudices he night have 
“ to contend within the House, all he 
“should say was, that he treated 
* such charg es with ine coutempt they 
“ deserved. The only pain tre felt, 
“ was when he contemplated the folly 
“and the madness of some wild theo- 


* obtain, 
P ginning’. 


n~ 


* divide the people from the Constitu- 
** tion merely to gratify warty purposes 
and to compass objec ts in which. fhe 
“* wood of the Counts y mas neglected, 


pe whi le the ink vee oj Ine or 299 indi- 
(Hear, " 


“ viduals was the all in all. 
** hear, hear !1. This cave him more’ 
* pain, that wil the 7 Noble Lord had. 
said or could ‘say fhesr).” 

Phere ticeds Tittle comment. The 
calline of Lord Cothrane “* a tool in 
the hands of others; the cahiag the. 
pepera’ ‘ groundless aspersion ; > tite 
“aarmest thanks” 


for bringing forward snely a*petsions 
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the ‘‘ contempt” expressed at the im- 
putation of the “ miserable motive” 
for making the pledge ; the disdaiz 
expressed at the idea of a desire to be 

‘ carricd to the House on the shoulders 
“of a RABBLE;” the = assertion 
about the fol/y and madness of some 
wild theorists, who were making use 
of base expedients and false prac- 


lices to divide the people from the | 


Constitution for the mere private inte- 
rests of one or tivo individuals: All 
these, my Lord, shall pass fer what 
they are worth; and, L. fancy, the 
full value of them will be found in the 
pity of a nation, naturally good-na- 
tured, and never prone to. triumph 
ever a fallen adversary. 

But, as to the two great points ; 4n- 
nual Parliaments anil Universal Suf- 
Jrage, what explanation 1s here givei? 
Why, as to the first, as to anna par- 
liaments noexplan ation et all, Indeed, 
it Was utterly impos sible. Ingenuity | 


equal tothat of Lord Peter 1a the Tale | ! 


of a Tub could not have got rid of | 
that point. And, what is suffrage co- 
extensive with taxation ; what is that | 
short of universal suffrage, whei every | 
human creature in the country pays'| 
heavy taxes? Oh! savs Mr. Brougham, 
but I meand “ direct Taxes.” Alcant f | 
Why dial you not say so then? Meant! 
You meant what you said, to be sure; 
fhd so it was understood unquestion- 
ably. Besides, my Lord, be pleased 
to consider the cccasion of writ ng 
this famous paper. It was the gentle- 
man’s creed; it was his politicai con- 
fession of faith. Lawyers are not apt 
tu be careless in their use of words; 
they are not very much in the habit of 
leaving their meaning dubious from a 
desire to abbreviate. And, upou an 
occasion like the one here mentioned, 
wag it likely that the gentleman 
would deliberately, after two days of 
reflection, put upon paper that which 
he did not mean? Yet it is not of the 
change of opinion, though under such 
peculiar circumstances, that qny f®a- 
sonable man will find fault; it is, as 
Lord Cochrane truly said, the attacks+ 
on those who now entertain the same 
opinious; the charges of wildness, 
wudness, mischievousness, of evil de. 
signs and base. motives, preferred 
against those persons, and the abuse 
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heaped upon them (in the Chronic, 
Specehes), uider the uame of Mr 
Brougham, day afer day. This was 

tao much for flesh and blood to be ‘ar 
and the noble Lord had resented it jy 
a most able, manly and effectual map. 

ner. “A few days!’ The gentle cmen, 
who i ld the pledse, were to wait 
a few days, ili Mr. Brougham should 
declare his sen! Himeats? What senti. 
ments? He had declared, that those 
who proposed Annual Parliaments 
and Universal Suffrage, were de. 
luders, and those who listened to them 
were deluded: he had ealled these 
propositions, liitle nostrums and 
big blunders; he bad spoken of the 
promoters of the petitions as ewild, 
nad, mischievous men. Was not this 
a pretty full tape cf his senti- 
| ments? What more-were the holideis 
| of the pledge to wait for? _ 

Lam not sorry to perceive, how. 
ever, that the learned centieman re- 
| ceived, in the hour of his altered 
tone, the kind condolence of — his 
‘friends. Mr. BRAND is reporied to 

have said, ‘‘that his learned friend had 

5 vindicated—he ought rather to say 

“he had completely repelled the un- 
* called for aud undescrved attack that 
| © had been levelled at him,”--Mr. Lit- 
TLRTON went still further, as appears 
from. the report; for he “ not only 
‘thought that his learned friend had 
‘ completely vindicated himself, but 
“said that he (Mr. Littleton) was 
“ quite ready te share in any odium 
that might attach to his honourable 
“and Jearned friend for his conduct 
‘©on this important question.” Upon 
which I can only say, my Lerd; that 
I envy the gentleman his generosity 
rather than his taste. 

Now then, my Lord, 
sum and substance of aill.that I have, 
to your great fatigue, I agi afraid, 
submitted to the consideration of your 
Lordship?) Why, it is. ¢his:, that 
there are both law and reason on the 
side of Annual Parliaments and Uni- 
versal Suffrage ; that this plan of re- 
form has actually been, within these 
forty years, brought befere _ pariia- 
ment, in the shape of a Bill, by one 
of the first peers of the realm; and 
that these who have been the most 
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nd reason, 


poformers; were, a tary little whie 
yw, the most decided advocates for 
is very plan of reform. | 

We coutend, that we areright. We 
ay, nevertheless, be wrong; but we 
wt fact and argument to convince 
sof Our errors, and sha'l never be 
pavinced by abuse, We shall never 
econvineed by the Sinecure Pliace- 
en, Who write in the Qnavterly Re- 
ew, und who actually propose the 
jencing ot ws by force. Tn short, my 
ord, they use these iniamous words: 
The press may combat the press iu 
wrdinary times and upon ordinary 
lupics ; a measure of finance, for iu- 
stance, or the common course of po- 
litices, ov a point of theology. But 
in seasons of great agitation, on those 
momentous subjects in which the 
peace and security of society, may 
the very existence of social order 
iselt is involved, it is absurd to 
suppose, that the healing will come 
from the same weapon as the wound,” 
hen, after saying that the people re- 
ive my Journal “ with entire faith ; 
that it serves them for law «nd for 
gospel, for their creed and tieir ten 
commandments; that they talk by 
itand swear by it; that they are 
ready to live by it, and to die 
by it.” After.this, these writers 
(opose, that it should be put down 
jorce of law, aud they must mean 
ew law too. 

Can your Lordship form au idea of 
ly thing more foul, more base than 
is?’ If the people do swear by my 
tle book, they must, I hope, be in 
i right way; for never did any man 
ore sedulously propagate precepts of 
‘ice, harmony, patience, fortitude, 
d obedience to the laws. I do feel 
roud, I must feel proud, at the won- 
erful extent of my writings; but I 
Lmuch more proud in the reflection, 
lt those writings, without appealing 
) the low passiotis of men, but rely- 
'$for success on the force of truth 
hase greatly tended 
enlighten the understandings of 
"€ people, and thereby to pre- 
‘aut those violences which have 
Ways heretofore, in this country 
din all other countries, been 
* inseparable companions of great 


Penal misery. Your Lordship has 
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truly observed, that the couduct of 
the people is meritorious beyond all 
example. Indeed, the spectacle of 
probably four millions of people 
having, at «different places, met in 
large bodies to petition on the subject 
of grievances, witieu!l a single ftiot or 
act of violence, is one of, the most 
grand as well as most affecting, that 
ever preseoted itself to the mind of 
man; and, it is so honourable te our 
national character, that we must hate 


|and abhor the Wretch, who calls him- 


selfan Englishman, and who can see it 
without delight. Yet, these Sinecure 
Placemen of the Quarterly Review, 
a pro- 
hibition, chacted against the writings, 
which, above all cihers, have con- 
tributed towards the producing of this 
most idmirable effect. 

Your Lordship has heard enough 
about the Libellous Bill posted up 
agaiust Mr. Hunt; you have read 
also of a placard, posted up to excite 
riot at the last Spa-tields Meeting, and 
trom the examinations before the Lord 
Mayor, you have see that placard 
traced to its source. I could prove, 
that a posting bill against ae was 
isaued out, in the hands of five bill- 
stickers, from the Courier Office, to 
be stuck up in the dead of sight, and 
that some of these people, having been 
taken into eustody by the watch, were 
released by the Constab’g of the night 
upon their telling him who were their 
What can your Lordship, 
what can any honourable man, think 
of these transactions ? 

Is it my Lord, inflzmmatory matter 
that I have here been doing myself 
the honour-of addressing your Lord- 
ship? Yet of this very stamp haveall my 
writings been for many years past. The 
subjects that [treat of, and of which 
to trest is my taste and my delight, 
are ail of a nature to produce tiinking, 
and tu call forth the reasoning facul- 
ties of the mind. How much have we 
heard of plans, and how many hun- 
dreds of thousands of pownds have we 
seen expended, in order to enlighten 
the people! And, if this be really 
the object ef the promoters of those 
plans, what praise is not due from 
them to me, who ain endeavouring to 
communicate ty the people at large ali 
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that I have acquired from a hfe of 
application aud ‘experience ; who am, 
in’ short, endeavouring to take one 
heat, full of useful knowledge, and 
to chip it safe and sound upon every 
pair of shoulders in the kingdom ? 

~<©The race that write,” are, my 


Lord, but too generally speaking, 
fit’ of envy. The partiality of 
mothers for their children is ‘a 


trifing weakness, compared to that 
of -eguthers for their works: and, in 
both cases, the partiality is usuaily 
strong in proportion to the worth- 
lesiness of its obfects beeause pa- 
rentu! fondness steps forward as a 
compensstiou for the neglect or con- 
tempt or hatred of the world, But, 
naliappy authers, oot content with 
biindiy douting on their own unsuc- 
cessful progeny, always endeavour to 
dvenge their disappemtments and 
shame on those of 2 different descrip- 
tron, ‘Firs is the ease, at th's moment, 
with the Quarterly _Reviewers, and 
with many, many others! They would 
tear‘me to pieces for writing; they 
would tear the’ people to pieces for 
redding; they would chop off my 
havd,.and pluck out the people’s eyes: 
and; tis, or something very near to 
this, they, or somebody else, nust do, 
helore I shall cease to write, or the 
people cease to read. 


© Phis very moment a Second Edition of the’ 
Cours: @ comes kindly toinform me, that the 
Green Bag bas brought forth, amongst otber 
things, a report relative to "* the publication 
“* of. influinmatery and sedilinis works at a 
“ CHEAP vate, the end and intention of 
which isto root ont all feelings of religion 
“S amd .merality, and to exeite a hatred anil 
contempt for the EXCITING STATE OF 
“ THINGS.” Ah, ah! Say vou so! Well! 
But ave there not plenty of lews alréady for 
the punishment of scditieus writings, and also 
of dyreligions aud imingral writings ? Ob, yes! 
My werk cannot be meant, then! Yet there 
iS that agly word°CHEAP! Why, in the 
name of godduess, dislike cheap publications ? 
Lthoaght that al) the kind, all the Denevolent, 
all cheirefigious, all the moral, all the phidin- 
thropjc, vil the good, dear Bible and Keligious 
Tract. Societies, were endeavouring, by all 
the-meairs in their power, to send forth 
CHEAP ipublieations. What! It surely 
Caungt bean objection to.a publication, that 
itis CHEAP! How are the people to get 
atreiding, ifthey cannot bave it CHEAP? 
Fhese CHEAP publications do, ic seems, ac- 
@rging ‘to the Courier’s accountof the Green 
Bag, tend to exerte a hatred and comtempt 
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for the EXISTING STATE OF THINgy 
This is.a very large phrase. IJf it had sai 
for the king, tor the parliament, for the Lor. 
for the Church, for the Laws, there woyj 
have been a clear meaning ; but, the erg; 
state of things may meau Sinecures, Pehisiny, 
Grants Standing Army, @ certain. dioie y 
getting Seats, it. may mean the Pauperjy, 
and Misery that How over-pread this forme), 
happy country. However, my Lord, if | 
Law were to be passed against CHEAP py, 
ications, | can asstire your Lerdship, thee 
no general classification would hide the rg 
obect. All the people in Exigland would y, 
derstand must ciearly what was meant, By 
my Lord, nothing short of a TOTAL BREAK, 
ING UP OF THE PRESS could sever {), 
people of England from my writings. 4 
a law were passed to make my writing, 
of high price, the people would club their ty 
penccs to get at them, and they would valy: 


them the more, and seek .thein with 
more avidity, on aceount of what. they 
could not but regerd as a_ prohibitivy, 


Whether any attempt of the sart will | 
made is mere than J can say; but, of op 
thing Iam very sure, that nothing short of, 
direct Anprimatur; nothing short of a Cy. 
sership; that is to say, nothing short of ti 
Government having the power to examiy 
werks before they be printed, and to furli/ 
their being printed if it chooses ; nothing short 
of this, will, can, or shall keep my writing 
froin the eyes. of my suffering countrymey, 
More than a MULLION of my litte buoks 
have been sold within’ thé Inst six: months. 
amd, thourrh the people aré. tormentel with 
the. guawings of starvation ; though this 


-ig acknowledged and. proclaimed , in parlia- 


ment.as well as out, not one riot, pot a si: 
gle breach ‘of the peace, has oceurred at any 
of those numerous and multitudinous assen- 
blages, where the principles of my lite 
book have been held forth and acted on— 
Hundreds of Gentlemen are ready to attest, 
that it is-their firm belief, that the exen- 
plary! patience and fortitude of the people 
and the consequent peave of the country ar 
ta be, in a great degree, ascribed to the in- 
fluence of this. li¢tle book ; and, yet, in the 
face of all this—— but, it is useless to taik, 
nothing short of an Imprimatur will, can,» 
shall keep any writings from, the eyes of my 
suffering and faithful countrymen, who wilh 
T have no doubt, in many. places, send 1 
petitions in time against any such measure. 
In the fall convietion, that your Lordship 
will hold in abhorrence all these attempts a 
foul play, and in the anxious hope, that yo! 
will do me the honour to lend your patel! 

attention to what | have here wiitten, 

Iam, with the greatest respect, 

Your Lordship's mest obedient servant, 
‘Wa, Coppet? 


P-S. Tinteucedto have offered some. remarks ope 
the fine instances of the Pequie’s conduct at their yon 
meetines in'several parts of the kingdom, especially ® 
Worcester, Rivmingham and Carlaste,. But, wart! 
room compels me to postpone these till my next,® 
well as the correction af au error us to the cause ol 


disteerbancestm ll ales: 
cae 4 
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